


NUMBER’ CLXXV. 


ADAM” 





By AD AMRIT Z 


Ce ATS) ffir) * iit) 





To bé continued every TuuRsday. 





— = = ft grr — 


THURSDAY,,May the. 6th, 1756. | 





at 


. To Mrz, ..Fo1 t/z - 


fi j 


A DA M, > 


: 


y 9SoR di S DAR, j ) 
OU .muft ‘have’ frequently obferved 
upon the face of ‘that ufeful piece 
of machinery, a clock, the minute 
and , hour :-hands, in their ,revolu- 
_tion through ‘the twelve divifions 
of the day, to be not only fhift- 
ing continually from one figure to 
another, but to ftand at. times 
direction to their former bearings, 
and to eachother. Now, I conceive this to be pretty 
much the-cafe with that complicated piece of MECHA- 
NIsM, amodern female, or young woman of fafhion: 
for as fuch I was accuftomed to confider that part of the 
Apecies, as having no power to determine their own, mo~ 
tions and appearances, but as acted upon. by the mode, 
and fet to any point, which the party who took the lead, 
‘or {to {peak more properly) it’s REGULATOR, — 
. ut 
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But it has fo happened in the circumotatiori of modes 
and fafhions; that the prefent fet are not only moving 
on continually from one pretty fancy and conceit to 
another, but lave departed quite afide from their former 
principles ; dividing from each other in a-circumftance, 
wherein they were always accuftomed to unite, and uni- 
ting, where there was ever wont to be a diftinction or 
difference. " =< 


I po not know whether I make myfelf fufficiently 
underftood ; but you will eafily comprehend my drift, 
when I tell you, that the prevailing mode, in refpec of 
dtefs, is at préfeht to have no mode at all. There isnow. 
no fuch thing as an uziform among the ladies, no dutiful 
conformity to the pattern or ftandard, as heretofore : but ° 
the mode is /aid open, and there appears the fame {pi- 
rit againft a conclufive fafbion, as againit an exclufive trade. 
The pride now 'is to get as far away as. poffibie, not only 
from the vulgar, but fiom oneanother, and :hat too, as 
well in the firft principles of drefs, as in it’s fubordinate 
- decorations : fo that this fluctuating humour is pérpetu- 
ally fhewing itfelf in fome new and particular fort of 
cap, flounté, knot of tippét; and évéry Wonian that you 
meet, affets independency, and to fet up for herfelf. - 


Now, as I profefé myfelf to be a flicklet for liberty, 
and againift all invidious limitations, as well as a lover 
of variety, and an encourager of invention, I am 
therefore not difpleafed with thefé fair indepeidents 
for this notable attempt:of theit’s to ‘vitidicdte ‘the ho- 
nouf and freedom of their own’ fancies and- judgments 
upon this occafion. But as they have wandered away 
from each other my the feveral atticles ‘of drefs, fo- Have 
they united altogether as happily in @ point, which can- 
not fail of recommending itfelf to fueh as Have a critical 
ear, and are apt tobe offended with any difapreement 
of founds, namely, in vorce and ELocuUTION; if which 
they mdiatain a farprizing uniformity. A friend of 
mine, .whofe ear (as you will perceive from what I ath 
going to relate of him) is not turned for our modern 
oratory, was introducing the other day fome uticourtly 
obfervations upon this head; which } fhalk take the 
freedom to fet down at full length. - 


ac Tus 
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‘ Tue beauty and power of fpeech, fays he, was 
wont to be the refult of clearnefs and perfpicuity, of 
a. diftinét and harmonious elocution, of a juft and 
proper cadence, together with a natural and eafy di- 
verfity of manner and phrafe, growing out of the fub- 
je&t, and congenial with it. Converfation is never 
fo pleafing, as when it is compofed of a well-ordered 
variety of perforis and chara¢ters, tempering and re- 
commending each other; where the forward and 
importunate are qualified and reftrained by the diffi- 
dent and the modeft; the bold and peremptory by 
the more fupple and complaifant ; where the fpirited. 
with the meek, the lively with the fedate, make a 
happy mixture, and all together go into the compo- 
ftion of an agreeable foeiety. Whereas the aides: 
fation of the female world (continues my friend) is 
at prefent all out of the fame’ piece: all diftinétious 
are taken away, and the fevetal ranks and orders a- 
mong them laid into one. ‘There is one line of fen- 
timent, air, manner, tone and phrafe, ranning through 
the whole, and no difcerning, fora few feconds, a 
young woman with fix or eighit hundred pounds to 
her fortune, from a duchefs; efpecially if fhe hap- 
pens to have been allowed to keep company with her 
betters. I know feveral of thefe humble companions, 
who with no lefs.impropriety than impotence, are 
ever ftraining themfelves and their throats in compa- 


ny, to get yt a level with their quality-friends ; 


and at all other times you fhall fee them affecting to 
{peak (as the Latins well exprefs it). ore rotundo, full 
and fonorous, round and peremptory, with a very 
decifive emphafis, as if there could lie no appeal from 
their fentence; taking a larger fcope for utterance, 
by opening their mouths to a difproportionate width ; 
infomuch, that I have looked upon myfelf, while in 
their company, as fitting in the midft of half a fcore 
hautboys, a fort of mufic, that, when attempted by 
unfkillful hands, has fomething in it mightily over- 
bearing, though they tell me, when exercifed by fuch 
as are qualified for it, and mixed up with other in- 
ftruments, it will anfwer very well. Such is the 
pomp of utterance of our prefent women of fa‘hion ; 
which, though it may tend to fpoil many a pretty 
mouth, can never recommend an indifferent one. 
And hence it is that there is fo great a fcarcity of ori- 


 ginals, and that the ear is fuch a daily fufferer from 


“an 
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an identity of phrafe; whether it be vafly, borridly, 
abominably, ‘immenfely or excefively,, which, with 
three or four more calculated for the fame. {wifs-like 
fervice, make up the: whole {cale or gamut of modern 


‘© female converfation. 


_ © Tugre are many Caufes affigned (continues he) 


why fo many of the maies live fingle, and it has been 


principally afcribed to the cheap and eafy opportuni- 


ties of, gratification which fall in théir way. Now this 
may in a great meafure be true ; but our fine ladies for- 
get, that while they are daily’ making fome new re- 
velation of their perfons, at are fo ftudious to furnith 
out a variety of entertainment to the eye, they have 
neglected to make a fuitable provifion for the ear ; and 
that, fhould love charice to ftraggle in at the former, 
he may yet find his way out at the latter. And I have 
frequently remarked, that when a female of this turn, 
with her fails and ftreamers out, has begun to bear 
down, in hopes of a prize, the object of the chace has 
conftantly fheered off, and left her to complain of her 
ill fuccefs to thofe much fitter companions, the winds 


and waves. a. 


“¢ Now the members of this clafs are the moft con- 
fiderable in point of numbers: but when upon my 
rétiring from fome of thefe, and betaking myfelfto a 
diftant and more peaceable quarter of the room, I have 
fallen in with others, whofe converfation has beén of 
a more moderate caft, and more under the wind, yet 
Ihave ftill obferved the fame monotony to. prevail, 
the fame conformity of manner and phrafe, ‘and that 
their pipes were all tuned to the fame quality note. 
For, as in the former inftance, the gefiérality of thofé in 
high life are ever raifing their voices to a proportion- 
able elevation above the ordinary level, and diftinguifh- 
ing themfelves by a round and fonorous elocution ; 
fo there are others’ of the fame clafs, who feeing na- 
ture has not furnifhed them with an adequate ftrength 
of lungs, or with organs framed for a more bold and 
voluble utterance, have therefore a good deal of what 
Tully calls the conci/um ac minutum, a laconic, mincing 


kind of fpeech, extremely quick and peremptory, 


- equally emphatical and decifive, and generally en- 


forced with a fhort dictatorial bridle and nod of the 
~ © head, 
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** head, . as an inconteftable ratification of what they yare 
“ pleafed to affirm or deny. And.thefe, .as well «as 
“* thofe, abovementioned, have, multitudes ,ofjinferior . 
“© admirers and copyilts in their train, prefling clofe be- 
S hind, ,and treading upon theigheels. § 
( §§ Lr istrge;I am an enemy; for the moft part, to that 
* reigning practice of making the perfon, who laft left 
* the company, :aifubje&.for general jcanvafs by thofe 
§ \thatinemaii:: pyet whenever any one,of thet non-ori- 
** ginale (whom we cannot! fo, propery pronounce, to,be 
‘fell of othemfelves, asfidl, of -other.people): thall, have 
‘taken ber leave, and get.the,deor, upom her» back, 
< thelcanipinty,: in my gpinion, dhould ,have ree deope 
‘and dicence ‘ito, go inte an, immediate,enquiry, ; who 
“§ fhesis,, what fortune, the has, what jher-edycatign:has 
£¢cbeen, » whether handfome, tolerable, or dsc, and {o.on 
$$ through:thewfual caurfe of particulars. In thort)+--r 


obMy friend was » gding.on an the-fame, ftrain, ,when I 
interpofed, and began to. expoftulate ) with him, upon 
fome of the above particulars. ‘ Nay, nay, fays he, 
“‘_don’t—think me partial neither ; J may_perhaps_give 
* themotheir revengerupon. our fex at.fome future ep- 
% portunitys” and fodeftamtec: oo 6 ss oaton 


Upon the whole, I very much fufpect (as I {aid before) 
that my friend’s ear is none of the beft ; but at the fame 
time I muft do him the juftice to obferve, that I myfelf 
am at times fomewhat deaf, and that he is generally 
allowed to be a very fenfible well-judging man. 


I am, 


Mr. Fitz-Adam, &c. 


My honeit correfpondent appears to be in fome pain, 
leaft the freedom and fimplicity of his friend’s argu- 
ment may not happen to fquare with that delicacy and 
- complaifance, which have been hitherto maintained by 
the Wor.p towards the beautiful part of our fpecies: but 
however that be, I muft confefs that I have fallen of late 
myfelf into fomewhat of the fame train ‘of thinking. 


Ir , 
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Iris certain, there is a diftinG@tion Znd fubordination 
of fyle, as well-as of rank, and a gradation to be pre- 
ferved in point of phrafeology, as well as-of precedency. 
‘Any encroachment in the one cafe being altogether as 
unfeemly as in the other. ' An affectation of . talking 
above our level, is as bad as drefing above it; and that 
which is current within the precinéts of St. James's, will 
hardly pafs any where elfe. Here the originals are to 
be found ; all the reft are counterfeits, and are eafily 
‘difcovered. Nayge thous’ people of quality have the 
unqueftionable privilege of breaking the peace, and vio- 
lating the laws of grace and harmony, there ought never- _ 
thelefs ‘to be a due ‘proportion obferved even among 
thefe. - Thus a‘duchefs may ‘be twice as loud and over- 
‘bearing as a countefs; a countefs as a fimple. baronefs, 
and fo downward: ‘but fuch‘a pompoufnefs of elocution, 
phrafe, and manfer (as my correfpondent’s  acquaint- 
‘ance feems to point at) fuch great /welling words, mutt, 
one would think, fet as ill upon one of a moderate face, 
rank, ‘or fortune, asa great’ fwelling hoop is'found tode - 
‘upon another not five foot high, i pas .bs i 
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